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eastern and southern borders of the Ross Barrier. The foregoing
problems are related, but it would be too much to expect the
solution of them all by one expedition. There still remain more
than 2,000 miles of unknown ice coast to be charted; but if
aeroplanes are used, this should present no insuperable difficulty.
Geographical discovery is fundamental to the progress of the
human race because the function of the geographer is to know the
world as a whole and to study the inter-relationship of all its parts.
Sir Charles Close, President of the Royal Geographical Society,
said on January 23rd, 1930: " The very foundation of all our
work is the exploration of the world's surface and the expression
of the result of this exploration in maps." 1 As long, therefore,
as land is uncharted man's first work remains undone; and the
credit of pioneering is to be judged by the extent and accuracy of
its maps. When the whole of Antarctica has been charted the
time will have fully come for intensive scientific research, though
much of this can be carried out concurrently with the surveying.
For the government of any country to be regarded as truly
enlightened it should encourage and support the advancement of
knowledge and hence geographical research. The business of
obtaining complete information regarding the earth, its character
and resources, is of international importance. In recent years the
trend of politics, almost wholly engrossed in sordid matters, holds
out little hope for the encouragement of the higher progress of
mankind. An enlightened government department, however, may
do much, as seen in the work of the Discovery Committee under
the British Colonial Office; and relatively small government grants
have been made to other expeditions. Thus there seems no reason
why at least one more research expedition should not be sent out
in the near future for the purpose of still further reducing unknown
Antarctica, though many such expeditions will be necessary before
the whole of the great Southern Continent has become known.
1 " Geog. Joutn.," Aug., 1930.